
Certification and Training Requirements
Twenty hours of training as outlined in Iowa Criminal Code 915.20A, is required as a minimum for any staff
or volunteer providing direct client services. The victim service program must be engaged with and receive
the training from one of the following entities:

Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence:
As direct experience working with survivors of domestic abuse and sexual abuse is a required part of the
process, only paid and volunteer staff of member programs of the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence
are eligible for certification through this program. As domestic and sexual abuse work is difficult, stressful,
and filled with complex issues and decisions, allied professionals are welcome to attend trainings for their
own professional development but are not eligible for certification. 

Information on ICADV's Advocate Certification

Advocate Certification Manual 

Iowa Coalition Against Sexual Assault (IowaCASA):
As direct experience working with survivors of sexual abuse is a required part of the process, only paid and
volunteer staff of IowaCASA’s member programs are eligible for certification through this program.

Allied professionals are welcome to attend trainings for their own professional development but are not
eligible for certification.

Information on IowaCASA's Advocate Certification

Advocate Certification Manual

Iowa Coalition for Collective Change
As direct experience working with survivors of homicide victims is a required part of the process, only paid
and volunteer direct service staff are eligible for certification through this program.

Advocate Training and Certification for Homicide Specialist

Homicide Training and Certification Standards 

Certification Application

Certification Renewal Application

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/publications/search/document?fq=dtid:84&fq=name:915#915.20A
http://www.icadv.org/certification
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/88018b_fc65cc611672442e90f24239fa2b91d2.pdf
https://www.iowavictimadvocates.org/certification
https://99b79e91-644f-4da7-b8bc-a835db9bc470.filesusr.com/ugd/87295e_858a739c2c3240f08f3819f9bb455880.pdf
https://www.iowachange.org/advocacy-training-certification
http://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/media/cms/Homicide_Specialist_Individual_and__93115DAC0C3AC.docx
https://www.cognitoforms.com/IowaCoalitionForCollectiveChange/hovcspecialistcertificationapplication
https://www.cognitoforms.com/IowaCoalitionForCollectiveChange/hovcspecialistcertificationrenewalapplication


Iowa Organization for Victim Assistance:
This voluntary program is open to anyone providing direct and/or indirect services to crime victims.

Information on IOVA's Advocate Certification Training 

**CVAD has the discretion to modify any and all training requirements. Training requirements will be outlined
in each grantee’s subaward.

https://www.cognitoforms.com/IowaCoalitionForCollectiveChange/hovcspecialistcertificationrenewalapplication
http://www.iowaiova.com/certification.html
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